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Continuing our series ‘Who Does What at the Palace?’ 


WORKING IN THE STORE 


Mary and Neville Haskins 


ot all volunteers at the Palace spend time with the paying public or 
working in the public areas. Hidden away from the general view, a 
few of us work in the bulk store in the Collections Discovery Centre. 
Originally we were involved in sorting out the boxes of Fishbourne finds in the ‘garden shed’ and 
preparing the boxes for the move to their new home. 


Archaeological finds are re-examined from time to time 
and it is important to be able to 
locate where particular items 
are stored. We assist by making 
sure finds are stored according 
to material type (e.g. animal 
bones, pottery, glass, wall 
plaster etc.), packed according 
to current standards and put in 
standard museum boxes. The 
box is labelled with the site 


name and/or site code, the Overpacked box with finds 
date for the excavations, the in large paper bags 


material type and the context(s) 
(which area of the site the finds 
come from). Each material type for a site is put into context order and 
there is a specific order for storing the different materials. Everything 
; ; from a site is kept together, This means 
packaging to contain | that the curator can find the items a 
damaged museum bags _ | researcher needs quickly and easily. 


More eccentric 


We have now moved on to finds from other sites in the collection. 
Acquisitions come in all shapes and sizes, ranging from clay pipes 
packed in an old cigar box with beautifully detailed notes about 
where each piece was found, what type it is and the date range 
when it would have been manufactured, to a dozen carrier bags 
of unwashed and unsorted flints picked up during a field walk. 


Even when material is in ‘proper’ boxes, it 
Typical contents of an 
oversize paper bag 


may not be up to modern standards. 


Paper bags were frequently used before the era of plastic bags. One site we tackled recently had 
used large paper bags, which might be so full the bottom of the bag had given way and it had 
been placed inside another bag. But some bags had only one small piece in it. The bags had 
been tightly packed into the boxes, which distorted the boxes. We replaced the bags with archival 
quality plastic bags and sorted the finds into the correct order. Boxes were replaced when 
necessary and now the whole site is looking neat and tidy on the shelf. 


Other odd packing materials include a lady’s sock to stop a piece of Georgian glass rattling 
around in its plastic box; Woolworths ‘pick and mix’ bags for 18% and 19 century pottery; wooden 
tomato crates for tiles from collapsed Roman roof. 


There are times when we wonder at how much can be crammed into the standard box. We found 
several standard boxes full to the brim with loose pottery sherds from the Roman villa site we are 
currently working on weighing in excess of 15kg. We have repacked in plastic bags, and filled 
boxes to about 6kg; easier for staff to move and kinder to both the boxes and the finds inside. 


Some of the sites have been published and the publication often contains drawings of the finds. In 
these cases we ensure that the name of the publication and figure numbers are written on the new 
bags. It can be fun trying to match the figure in the book to the flint or sherd of pottery in reall life! 


In general we also try to 
ensure that any “small 
finds” are properly 
labelled. Small finds are 
pieces of interest to the 
excavators and are 
usually listed in a separate 
small finds log. The paper 
archive for the digs is also 
kept in the store and if the 
finds are not clear then 
we can refer to the 
documents for that dig to 
confirm context, or smalll 
find information. Often 
the small find is kept with 
only its log number, and 
we also need the context 


Finds repackaged with modern bag and information, 
and the final result: all finds sorted correctly and 
repackaged in plastic bags information so it can be 


retained in its correct 
position in the collection. 


There are times when it may seem a bit dull and humdrum but we enjoy the work. You never know 
what you will find when you lift a lid. A box labelled as ceramic building material had a 
reconstructed Samian bowl perched on the top of loose fragments of brick and tile! The bowl has 
been on display in the Novium Museum. 


FRIENDS’ NEWS 
Chris Medlock, Chairperson 


Dear Friends, 

lam delighted to welcome you to the new season here at Fishbourne Roman 
Palace and Gardens. The museum re-opened after the winter recess to the 
general public on 1s of February and already a host of exciting events has been 
announced the first of which are the Family Fun Days held during half term week, 12% -— 16th 
February. Be sure to come and visit if you can and please do look out for other Friends and 


nD as 


Committee members so we can say hello. | will be volunteering on the 13, and would love to 
meet you and find out any ideas you may have to create an even more rewarding Friends group. 


You may recall in our last newsletter that | wanted to share with you exciting news about our 
fundraising plans to help the museum to celebrate the 50th anniversary of opening doors to the 
general public after the extensive excavations of the 1940s. | have been fortunate to have met 
with our Property Manager, Katrina, who has given a lot of thought to how Friends’ donations may 
be put to best use so that staff may present an engaging and relevant environment to visitors of all 
ages. More about that later. 


Our first mission though is to grow our Friends membership. Without that we will become 
increasingly challenged when we need to raise funds for our museum. Please do pick up some of 
our newly designed leaflets when visiting or send us a message and we will deliver or post some to 
share with your friends and neighbours. Do let me 
know if you would like to distribute leaflets in your 
local community, | will organise help if necessary. 
Remember too that any new member will have 
the wonderful opportunity to take part in the 
behind scenes tour led by Curator of 
Archaeology Dr. Rob Symmons. 


A nice tribute to the Friends of Fishbourne from 
Mike Chartier, Chair of Council, Sussex 
Archaeological Society, writing in Sussex Past & 
Present, December 2017: 


“We, of course, continue to consider the 


| feel immensely privieged to be able to 
support and help the wonderful staff create an 
enjoyable and exciting journey of discovery for 
people of all ages and nationalities; one they will 
never forget. To commemorate 50 years of 
welcoming the general public on site our 
fundraising initiative for 2018 will focus on raising 
money towards garden improvements and 
providing the palace with the funds to help fund 


needs of all our properties and make sure 
that none of them are overlooked. 
Nonetheless, in 2018 we will all certainly 
have our eye on FRP, which will be 
celebrating its 50? year as a museum. This 
significant milestone could not have been 
reached without the generous support of 
our members, visitors, and the Friends of 
Fishbourne, and I do hope you will consider 


contributing to our 50 anniversary 
fundraising appeadl...to support the future of 
this unique heritage asset.” 


a skilled and knowledgeable plants person who 
can take forward the development of the Roman 
Gardens and help host special garden events in 
the future. Over the longer term, as described in 
the September newsletter, we are also raising funds towards the provision of a lunch cabin for our 
young visitors. As each of you make a real difference both in your financial contribution through 
membership fees and your donations | do hope you will be eager to support these two great 
initiatives. Please do not hesitate to visit and ask any questions you may have and also, when 
sending cheques please submit your preference for the donation, Cabin or Garden. Either way it’s 
great to have your help and if you would like to learn more we will be updating our website with 
further details and indeed news of the monies raised. 


Cheques should be made out to Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace and sent to Friends Office, 
Fishbourne Roman Palace, Roman Way, Salthill Road, Fishbourne, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 
3QR or direct to Paddy Thomas, Flat 29, Holly Tree, Mark Anthony Court, HAYLING ISLAND, PO11 
OAE. Please enclose a note with your preferred choice for your donation, 'cabin' or 'garden’. Bank 
transfers can be made directly to Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace bank account number 
18431568 sort code 30-15-42, or cash may be left at the reception desk in the Palace marked for 
Paddy's attention. 


Please do send an email to paddythomas1942@qmail.com to make him aware of your transfer, 
again with your chosen donation. Any donations made without citing preference will be allocated 
according to the Committee's decision. 


Well Spring is almost upon us and the Roman garden at Fishbourne will soon begin to blossom and 
hopefully, with your help, will continue to do so for many years yet fo come. Have a wonderful 
spring and | hope to see as many of you as possible over the coming months. O 


ne 


Sits vac - urgent 


Our Annual General Meeting is approaching 
(21 April!) when we shall need to put forward 
a new Membership Secretary. The 
incumbent, Mary Haskins, says “Duties aren't 
arduous but you do need a bit of time in 
January/February when renewals are due. 
Otherwise it is an odd half hour here and 
there when a new member joins.” A job 
description can be found on our website. 

There is also need for one or two committee 
members to replace those who have served 
their time, an even less arduous position 
because we just need the benefits of your 
experience, interests and ideas. Please have 
a word with one of the present committee if 
you think you could help us fo fill these posts. 
In particular the Friends cannot continue 
without a Membership Secretary. 


NEWS FROM THE ROMAN PALACE 


Rob Symmons, curator 
Algae revisited 


In recent years our focus when 
it comes to conservation in the 
North Wing has been on 
cleaning and recording the 
mosaics (see previous 
newsletters for details). Some Friends may 
remember when we were much more 
exercised by the algae growing on the 
archaeological features. However, since the 
programme of continuously clearing the 
stream to the East of the Palace was 
adopted in 2013 groundwater levels appear 
to have stabilized and the slightly drier 
conditions have brought algal growth to a 
halt, or even forced it into retreat. 

In the last few months we have noticed 
that the algae are starting to return, 
especially in the western end of the North 
Wing. On further investigation it appears that 
something has happened that has raised 
groundwater levels. Just take a look at the 
standing water in the NW corner of the formal 
garden - it is much deeper than usual! 

We are looking into this and will be 
surveying the drainage in that part of the site 
and perhaps asking a water engineer to 
make some recommendations. Hopefully we 
can dry that part of the site out again and 
get the algae back under control. Past 
attempts to remove algae have been 
problematic — being ineffective or having 


unwanted side effects. That is why we took 
advice from building conservation experts on 
how to kill the algae that have already 
grown. 

This time we will experiment with the 
application of water to which we have 
added lime putty, making it slightly alkaline. 
Raising the pH of the affected area should 
make it sufficiently inhospitable to algae to kill 
them off. Better still, because lime is found in 
Roman mortars, we won't be contaminating 
the treated areas with any chemicals that 
don't already naturally occur on the site. 


West Dean Students join the team 


We have recently been joined by two West 
Dean students who will be helping with both 
conservation and collections management. 

Alex Foster is a Masters student on the 
Collections Care and Conservation 
Management course who will be soending 
the work- based learning aspect of her 
studies with us. She will be looking into our 
Preventative Conservation policies and 
procedures, which could include anything 
from environmental controls, pest 
management, handling procedures, packing, 
and disaster planning. 

Eve Taylor is a metals conservator and will 
be spending her 6 week placement assessing 
the condition of the copper alloy recovered 
in 2002 from the field to the east of the 
Palace. She will treat, stabilize, x-ray, record 
and catalogue this collection — which should 
give her valuable experience of all aspects of 
the day to day work of a professional 
conservator. Her work has already highlighted 
some fascinating objects that are surely worth 
a lot more attention. 

Both Alex and Eve have already made a 
positive contribution to our work at the 
Palace. However, hosting students isn’t just 
about what they can do to help us. As well as 
looking after the Palace, an important part of 
our work is to offer opportunities for students 
to hone their skills and help them into their 
chosen career. After all, if we don’t support 
the experts of tomorrow, who will look after 
sites like Fishbourne in years to come? 


The Palace Gardens - All Change 


Readers may recall our issue of June 2017 
and the article about the gardens and 
gardeners. Sadly there have been recent 
changes to the team. 7 


Martin Flux, 
former Head 
Gardener, retired 
to Wales at the turn 
of the year and 
Lynne Napier has 
also left. Michele 
Revrenna (right) is 
still in place; Katrina 
Burton reports that 
“He’s being a star 
at the moment - 
single-handedly 
getting some more of the log edging down in 
the formal garden!” 

Sussex Archaeological Society have 
advertised for a new Head Gardener, whom 
they hope to have in place by the end of 
March, but unfortunately they have 
insufficient funds to hire a second assistant. 


Saturnalia 


In celebration of the Roman festival of 
Satumalia, held in December, when masters 
provided table service for their slaves, the 
Fishbourne contubernium turned out at the 
Palace for a display of arms and fighting 
tactics, joined in this photo by young visitors 
from Mayfield, East Sussex 


PEOPLE OF THE HEATH CONFERENCE 
Mary Haskins 


Readers may be Interested in an upcoming 
conference, Peopling the Heath: Petersfield 
Heath and its Region in Prehistory, which will 
be held at Petersfield Festival Hall on 
Saturday 24th March 2018. You may have 
heard about this project already as Stuart 
Needham gave a talk about Bronze Age 
barrows to the Friends a few years ago, and 
Neville and | wrote an article People of the 
Heath for the October 2016 newsletter. There 


was also a small display at our tenth 
anniversary meeting when we invited 
local archaeologists to show what was 
happening in the area. 

The People of the Heath community- 
participation project began in 2014 and has 
now completed its fieldwork programme. Six 
seasons of excavation into Bronze Age 
barrows on Petersfield Heath have yielded 
exciting results relating to burials, monument 
forms and the contemporary environment. 
Also investigated was a rich Mesolithic site on 
the Heath which had not previously been 
examined archaeclogically. Meanwhile, 
systematic survey work was undertaken on 
barrows throughout the Rother Valley to give 
a broader context to our focal site. 

A mass of new data and ideas has thus 
been generated on the Mesolithic and 
Bronze Age populations of our region. This 
conference gives you the opportunity to hear 
not only about these local discoveries, but 
also about contemporary landscapes in 
Wessex, southern England and across the 
water in Holland. Themes to be covered 
range from thoughts on the value of the 
project for local communities, including 
school children, to detailed insights into the 
structures of barrows, the contents of burial 
urns and the significance of the intriguing 
grave goods from the Heath, and then 
beyond to broader considerations of barrows, 
fields and 

Specialised knowledge of prehistoric 
archaeology is not essential. The conference 
is for all who wish to learn more about early 
communities in their region. For more 
information, environments across the Bronze 
Age landscape.please visit the People of the 
Heath website www.peopleoftheheath.com 
This conference is free but booking is essential 
to reserve a seat. Please book via our 


Eventbrite page 
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